
Narender Reddy, a Republican from the state
of Georgia, served as an elector in the
2004 U.S. presidential elections. Founder

and chairman of the Georgia Indian American
Republican Council, Reddy says the opportunity
was a surprise and an honor.

Georgia has 15 electoral votes and Reddy’s
name appeared on the ballot—a printed form with a
small box to check and sign— along with the other
electors, in small print below George W. Bush’s
name. Also, every polling station in the state had a
huge poster with the electors’ names on it.

Born in Nalgonda, Andhra Pradesh, Reddy
moved to the United States in 1982 and became
a citizen. He played an active role in the 2004
elections and served as the state vice chairman
of the Bush-Cheney ’04 campaign committee.
He attended the 2004 Republican National
Convention as a delegate from Georgia and the
2008 convention as an alternate delegate. A
businessman, Reddy is also on the board of the
Georgia Regional Transportation Authority.

Reddy spoke to SPAN about his experience: 
“When [then] State Republican Party chair-

man Alec Poitevint asked me to file my nomina-
tion to be an elector, I was pleasantly surprised.
Knowing the importance of the Electoral College
and the trustworthiness it requires from the elec-
tor, I felt it was an honor. 

“On the day when Electoral College members
[in every state and the national capital] are
required to vote, we all met for breakfast organized
by our party at the Ritz Carlton [in Atlanta,
Georgia]. It was kind of a celebratory event for the
party leadership to [meet] with the Electoral
College members and thank them.

“We knew that we could vote a candidate of
our choice and nothing is binding us to vote only
for a certain party candidate. All [the] electors
were trusted by the party leadership to vote for
the party candidate only. But no one specifically
told us at the breakfast meeting that it is manda-
tory or anything to that effect.

“Later, in a special coach, we were driven with
a police escort to the State Capitol where Governor
Sonny Perdue received us. We were seated in the
General Assembly and cast our votes.” EL
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wealth, but from the enduring power of
our ideals—democracy, liberty, opportu-
nity and unyielding hope.

That’s the true genius of America: that
America can change. Our union can be
perfected. What we’ve already achieved
gives us hope for what we can and must
achieve tomorrow.

This election had many firsts and many
stories that will be told for generations.
But one that’s on my mind tonight is about
a woman who cast her ballot in Atlanta.
She’s a lot like the millions of others who
stood in line to make their voice heard in
this election except for one thing: Ann
Nixon Cooper is 106 years old.

She was born just a generation past
slavery; a time when there were no cars
on the road or planes in the sky; when
someone like her couldn’t vote for two
reasons—because she was a woman and
because of the color of her skin.

And tonight, I think about all that she’s
seen throughout her century in America—
the heartache and the hope; the struggle
and the progress; the times we were told
that we can’t, and the people who pressed
on with that American creed: Yes we can.

At a time when women’s voices were
silenced and their hopes dismissed, she
lived to see them stand up and speak out
and reach for the ballot. Yes we can.

When there was despair in the dust
bowl and depression across the land, she
saw a nation conquer fear itself with a
New Deal, new jobs, a new sense of com-
mon purpose. Yes we can.

When the bombs fell on our harbor and
tyranny threatened the world, she was there
to witness a generation rise to greatness and
a democracy was saved. Yes we can.

She was there for the buses in
Montgomery, the hoses in Birmingham, a
bridge in Selma, and a preacher from
Atlanta who told a people that “we shall
overcome.” Yes we can.

A man touched down on the moon, a
wall came down in Berlin, a world was
connected by our own science and imagi-
nation.

And this year, in this election, she
touched her finger to a screen, and cast her
vote, because after 106 years in America,
through the best of times and the darkest
of hours, she knows how America can
change. Yes we can.

America, we have come so far. We
have seen so much. But there is so much
more to do. So tonight, let us ask our-
selves: If our children should live to see
the next century; if my daughters should
be so lucky to live as long as Ann Nixon
Cooper, what change will they see? What
progress will we have made?

This is our chance to answer that call.
This is our moment.

This is our time, to put our people back
to work and open doors of opportunity for
our kids; to restore prosperity and pro-
mote the cause of peace; to reclaim the
American dream and reaffirm that funda-
mental truth, that, out of many, we are one;
that while we breathe, we hope. And where
we are met with cynicism and doubts and
those who tell us that we can’t, we will
respond with that timeless creed that sums
up the spirit of a people: Yes, we can.

Thank you. God bless you. And may God
bless the United States of America.

An Indian American 
Elector

Obama in his Senate office in Washington,
D.C with photos of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Abraham Lincoln and Mohandas K. Gandhi
on the wall.  
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Senator John McCain and Narender Reddy.

By DEEPANJALI KAKATI


